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Recognize environment as an integral part of development.

Development that does not take into consideration environmental

issues is not sustainable; approaching development as pure

economic development leads to environmental degradation and

depletion of natural resources; thus, development agenda should



include both environmental protection and long-term planning for

future generations;

e Understand the co-benefits of protecting the environment; a
clean and healthy environment results in a healthier and
happier population that is an integral part of sustainable
development;

e Policy-makers should address economic development,
environment management, and public health protection in an
integrated manner; recognize that sustainable development
is not something one can plan or achieve in isolation without
taking into consideration environment and health issues; they
must be addressed simultaneously in an integrated manner at
all levels;

e Realize that the earth’s environment does not have the
capacity to sustain an ever-growing population that is on a
path of reckless destruction of earth’s natural resources
including water and clean air that are indispensable for
human sustenance;

e Design inter-sectoral and cross-sectoral approaches in
development planning, both at national and international
levels, with a clear understanding of the interconnectedness
between development, environment and public health;

e Use our natural resources in an optimal manner; we must also
make optimal use of our human and other available resources
for planning and implementing development programs;

e Form partnerships with organizations and groups that
promote sustainable development; scale up and leverage
where possible; promote both south-south and north-south
partnerships; also encourage public-private partnerships;

e Share good practices and learn from others’ mistakes;

e Make best and optimal use of technology and devise
technological solutions that are cost-effective and
environmentally sound; scaling up in technology is essential

for achieving SDGs;



Develop sustainable and implementable solutions by tapping
into the expertise, knowledge and experience of all sectors of
society; wherever possible, come up with local solutions
because they may be most implementable;

Development planners and leaders should tap into the
resources and knowledge of people at all levels, especially at
the grassroots level; follow a bottom-up or horizontal
approach, not a top-down approach;

Ensure participation and acknowledge the roles of both
women and men in actions and decisions related to
sustainable development; leaving out women from important
decisions affecting future generations is leaving out one half
of the world; and,

Encourage development of and participation in green
economies; (as individuals, we should strive to leave a green

footprint, not a carbon footprint).

B (> Ao EHE E L T)



